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DDDooonnn   LLLeeeooonnnaaarrrdddooo,,,   VVViiiooollliiinnn///VVViiiooolllaaa   IIInnnssstttrrruuuccctttooorrr   ___________________________________________________________________________,,,   SSStttuuudddeeennnttt   
PPPaaagggeee   PPPaaarrrkkk   AAArrreeeaaa   OOOfff   SSStttaaapppllleee   HHHiiillllll   IIInnn   BBBrrriiissstttooolll   AAAddddddrrreeessssss:::   ___________________________________________________________________________   
SSSooouuuttthhh   GGGlllooosss...,,,   EEEnnnggglllaaannnddd   MMMooobbbiiillleee   NNNuuummmbbbeeerrr   AAAvvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________   
TTTeeellleeeppphhhooonnneee,,,   FFFaaaxxx   &&&   fffooorrr   MMMeeessssssaaagggeeesss   NNNuuummmbbbeeerrr   AAAvvvaaaiiilllaaabbbllleee   EEEnnnggglllaaannnddd   (((__________________)))   _________________________________   (((HHHooommmeee)))   
WWWooorrrkkk   EEEmmmaaaiiilll:::   dddooonnn@@@aaaccceeevvviiiooollliiinnntttuuuiiitttiiiooonnn...cccooommm   ooorrr   ooorrr   (((__________________)))   ___________________________   (((MMMooobbbiiillleee///MMMeeessssssaaagggeeesss)))   
SSSkkkyyypppeee   AAAssssssiiissstttaaannnccceee:::   dddooonnn...llleeeooonnnaaarrrdddooo333000000   ooorrr   EEEmmmaaaiiilll:::   ___________________________________________________________________________   

TTTUUUIIITTTIIIOOONNN   AAAGGGRRREEEEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   
IIInnntttrrroooddduuuccctttiiiooonnn   
000111...)))   “““SSStttuuudddiiiooo   PPPooolll iii cccyyy”””    RRRuuullleeesss    AAAgggrrreeeeeeddd   BBBeeetttwwweeeeeennn   SSStttuuudddeeennntttsss    &&&   TTThhheee    IIInnnsssttt rrruuuccctttooorrr...    

This TTTuuuiiitttiiiooonnn   AAAgggrrreeeeeemmmeeennnttt   serves as a friendly agreement for rules for Tuition between the Instructor and the 
student named above. Students are eeennncccooouuurrraaagggeeeddd   to suggest changes and better wording in writing to improve this 
AAAgggrrreeeeeemmmeeennnttt. If the Instructor agrees, it will be made. If not, the suggestion will be passed to other students for 
their opinion, although contributors will be kept confidential. The Instructor has the right to explain his reason for 
rejections, but the majority vote will prevail! This agreement does not require students pay for tuition they don’t 
want. But tuition paid is non-refundable when lessons are booked. If students wish to discontinue Tuition, they 
should finish existing lessons, giving notice by the due date (21st of the month) further Tuition would be due. 

000222...)))   AAAgggeee    RRReeesssttt rrriiicccttt iiiooonnnsss ...    
This Instructor prefers to teach adults age 18 or above, whether they are beginners or more advanced. Students 

who are under the age of 18 will not be accepted as students at the current time, although they can be put on a 
waiting list. If a student is nearing their 18th birthday, they will be given first consideration for tuition. 

000333...)))   PPPaaayyymmmeeennnttt    RRRuuullleeesss    FFFooorrr   TTTuuuiiittt iiiooonnn...    
New students must pay for their first lessons 1 week in advance to allow for cheques to clear the bank. If 

students pay by cash, this must be received when booked or no later than 3 days prior to the first lesson. 
Otherwise, lessons scheduled will be cancelled to prevent the Instructor from loss if a student doesn’t show up. 

000444...)))   AAAgggrrreeeeeemmmeeennnttt    CCCrrriii ttteeerrriiiaaa...    
At the time this AAAgggrrreeeeeemmmeeennnttt   was written, rules and regulations replaced any made prior to this contract. 

However, “old students” from before this contract will remain on the same rates and discounted rates prior to this 
AAAgggrrreeeeeemmmeeennnttt. Returning students who miss six (6) months of tuition will be considered as new beginning students, 
and must begin on the new rate of tuition at the time, including what the rates would be for discounted tuition. 

LLLeeessssssooonnn   FFFeeeeeesss   &&&   DDDiiissscccooouuunnnttteeeddd   RRRaaattteeesss   
000555...)))   TTTiiimmmeeesss    OOOfff    IIInnnsssttt rrruuucccttt iiiooonnn...    

The Instructor teaches only at his home on weekdays and evenings, not on weekends (except for in unusual 
circumstances). The Tuition fee chosen is ____ £££111222~~~555000   pppeeerrr    ½½½   hhhooouuurrr  or ____ £££222222~~~555000   pppeeerrr    111   hhhooouuurrr without 
discounts given for early payment for Tuition (see 000666... below re: discounts). The equivalent of 1 lesson per week is 
required to achieve a regular course of study, as gaps in Tuition cause students to develop bad habits that would 
have to be unlearned. A £££555---000000    pppeeennnaaallltttyyy    ccchhhaaarrrgggeee is due from uncleared cheques due to the inconvenience caused, 
whereas cash must be paid for those lessons. Half hour students may take 1 hour lessons every fortnight (at the ½-
hour rate). This is available to all students, although for continuity it would be better to take one lesson per week. 

000666...)))   PPPaaayyymmmeeennnttt    CCCooonnndddiiittt iiiooonnnsss    &&&   DDDiiissscccooouuunnntttsss    EEEtttccc ...    
Tuition must be paid for by the 111555 ttt hhh   of each month so as to clear the bank bbbyyy the 222111 sssttt    of the month, to qualify 

for discounts for the next month. Students who confirm lessons for the next month get an IIInnnccceeennntttiiivvveee   DDDiiissscccooouuunnnttt  of 
£££222~~~555000   pppeeerrr   111   hhhooouuurrr   and   £££111---222555   pppeeerrr   ½½½   hhhooouuurrr    for payment made by the ddduuueee   dddaaattteee,   which is the 111555 ttt hhh   dddaaayyy    of each 
month for 1 lesson per calendar week. Otherwise the rates will be as in 000555... above. Tuition fees    may be paid by 
cheque or in cash for what is due. OOOnnneee---hhhooouuurrr    students may take eeexxxtttrrraaa   wwweeeeeekkklllyyy   OOOnnneee   (((111)))   hhhooouuurrr lessons for £££111888---000000, or 
HHaallff--hhoouurr students may take eexxttrraa  wweeeekkllyy  HHHaaalllfff   (((½½½)))   hhhooouuurrr lessons for £££111000~~~000000. Students who take 3+ lessons per 
week may have all OOOnnneee---hhhooouuurrr    lessons for £££111888~~~000000  or HHHaaalllfff   (((½½½)))   hhhooouuurrr lessons for £££111000~~~000000. Students taking 2-3 
lessons weekly must pay a £££111000~~~000000   lllaaattteee   ccchhhaaarrrgggeee for tuition received after the 222111 sssttt    dddaaayyy    of the month. 

000777...)))   RRRuuullleeesss    FFFooorrr   DDDiiissscccooouuunnntttsss    &&&   RRReeecccooorrrdddiiinnnggg   LLLeeessssssooonnnsss ...    
Lessons not confirmed with payment by the 222111 sssttt    dddaaayyy    of the month for the next month will not be at the 

discounted rate. Each calendar week where no lesson is taken, due to holiday or illness, (unless the missed lesson is 
made up at another time), the same number of lessons missed will be paid for at the regular rate for the following 
month. If missed lessons are made up, students may become eligible for discounts on all lessons for the next month 
if paid by the 222111sss ttt    of the month. Students are invited to bring along recording equipment of any type to record their 
lessons, whether by camcorder, video recording equipment, cassette recorders, or any other electric or battery 
operated equipment. 

000888...)))   MMMiiisssssseeeddd   LLLeeessssssooonnn   RRRuuullleeesss ...    
 Missed lessons must be rescheduled within 1 month of the original lesson. Otherwise they will be forfeited, 

except in dire circumstances such as serious illness or injury etc. in which case a lesson voucher can be given to the 
student so they can make up the missed lesson beyond 1 month. 
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TTTuuuiiitttiiiooonnn   RRReeeqqquuuiiirrreeemmmeeennntttsss   &&&   HHHooollliiidddaaayyysss   
000999...)))   HHHooolll iiidddaaayyy   EEEnnnttt iii ttt llleeemmmeeennnttt ...    

Students may take unlimited holidays whenever they like, although these are voluntary. Reserved lessons that 
rrreeemmmaaaiiinnn   uuunnnpppaaaiiiddd   fffooorrr  by the last day of any month   wwwiiilll lll    bbbeee   cccaaannnccceeelll llleeeddd   aaauuutttooommmaaatttiiicccaaalll lllyyy   wwwiiittthhhooouuuttt   ppprrriiiooorrr   nnnoootttiiiccceee. This 
applies even if the upcoming lesson is ooonnn   ttthhheee fffiiirrrsssttt   dddaaayyy   ooofff   ttthhheee   nnneeexxxttt   mmmooonnnttthhh. 

111000...)))   NNNuuummmbbbeeerrr    OOOfff    HHHooolll iiidddaaayyysss    WWWaaannnttteeeddd...    
Students must maintain a regular course of study. It is not possible to learn if study is interrupted due to 

excessive holidays. If a month is taken for holidays, then for each calendar week a lesson was missed, a lesson for 
the following month/s will not be discounted for early payment. However, lessons can be made up if desired. 

CCCooonnndddiiitttiiiooonnnsss   FFFooorrr   TTTuuuiiitttiiiooonnn   
111111...)))   HHHooowww   MMMaaannnyyy   TTTeeeaaaccchhheeerrrsss    YYYooouuu   MMMaaayyy   HHHaaavvveee    AAAttt    OOOnnnccceee ...    

Students must study with ooonnnlllyyy   111  violin/viola teacher each month, due to possible CCCOOONNNFFFLLLIIICCCTTTIIINNNGGG   TTTEEECCCHHHNNNIIIQQQUUUEEESSS. 
Students with 2 Instructors cannot learn effectively, and therefore cannot be accepted by this Instructor. 

111222...)))   TTTooo   WWWhhhooommm   PPPaaayyymmmeeennntttsss    AAArrreee    TTTooo   BBBeee    MMMaaadddeee    &&&   RRReeefffuuunnnddd   RRReeeqqquuueeessstttsss ...    
All payments for tuition are made to the Registered Charity, Concert Artistes International, and not to this 

instructor. Once tuition has been provided, this instructor provides an invoice to C.A.I. for payment. Therefore, NNNOOO    
RRREEEFFFUUUNNNDDDSSS   WWW IIILLLLLL   BBBEEE    MMMAAADDDEEE  other than for extenuating circumstances (death, serious injury, etc.), or in the event that 
the student or Instructor make a mutually agreed-upon change in the schedule. If a student decides to discontinue 
tuition with this instructor before using up tuition fees paid, the instructor cannot refund fees that have not been 
paid to him. Please therefore do not ask for any refund from the Instructor as he cannot reimburse fees not earned.    

111333...)))   UUUnnnaaarrrrrraaannngggeeeddd   PPPeeerrrfffooorrrmmmaaannnccceeesss ...    
Students who perform uuunnnppprrreeepppaaarrreeeddd   sssooolllooosss  in public without consent or arrangement by the Instructor may be 

terminated from further Tuition at the end of the month without notice, due to negative publicity this could cause. 

111444...)))   DDDiiisssmmmiiissssssaaalll    OOOfff    SSStttuuudddeeennntttsss ...    
The Instructor may iiimmmmmmeeedddiiiaaattteeelllyyy   dddiiisssmmmiiissssss    an abusive student or a student who displays a bad attitude and/or 

who is arrogant or argumentative, or who does not honour the tuition agreement. In such a case the student will 
forfeit further lesson Tuition with no compensation. Such a student could face discontinuation of fffuuurrrttthhheeerrr   tttuuuiiitttiiiooonnn  
and have their current tuition discontinued immediately or by the end of the month. In such cases compensation 
will not be made for lost tuition as such behaviour will not be tolerated. 

111555...)))   EEExxxaaammmiiinnnaaattt iiiooonnn   RRRuuullleeesss ...    
The Instructor will not enter a student for an examination if he does not feel the student is prepared to a high 

enough standard to pass with good marks. No student must pressurise the Instructor to enter them for an 
examination if the Instructor does not feel they are sufficiently prepared to pass with good marks. If they demand 
to be entered, they can enter themselves. But if a student asks an unethical teacher to enter them as their student 
without my approval as their teacher, they will be discontinued as a student by the end of the month paid for. 

MMMaaakkkeee---UUUppp   (((RRReee---SSSccchhheeeddduuullleeeddd)))    LLLeeessssssooonnnsss   
111666...)))   MMMiiisssssseeeddd   TTTuuuiiittt iiiooonnn   TTThhhaaattt    HHHaaasss    BBBeeeeeennn   PPPaaaiiiddd   FFFooorrr...    

If students arrive for a confirmed lesson that cannot take place due to the fault of the Instructor, a Make-Up 
lesson IIINNN   AAADDDDDDIIITTTIIIOOONNN   TTTOOO   AAA    LLLEEESSSSSSOOONNN   FFFRRREEEEEE   OOOFFF   CCCHHHAAARRRGGGEEE  will be given. This rrriiiggghhhttt    will be wwwaaaiiivvveeeddd   if students do not ring 
the doorbell or provide a telephone number where they can be contacted iiinnn   ssshhhooorrrttt   nnnoootttiiiccceee, with a correct address. 
If the Instructor misses a confirmed lesson due to an emergency, a Make-Up lesson alone will be given. 

111777...)))   RRRuuullleeesss    FFFooorrr   MMMaaakkkeee---uuuppp   LLLeeessssssooonnnsss ...    
To be eligible for Make-Up lessons, 222444   hhhooouuurrrsss   aaadddvvvaaannnccceee   nnnoootttiiiccceee is required. Without this, students will not be 

compensated with a refund for their absence. In the event of a genuine emergency, flu epidemic or other 
unexpected illness, students must contact the Instructor by phone or mobile phone nnnooo   lllaaattteeerrr   ttthhhaaannn   bbbyyy   999:::000000   aaa...mmm...  
on the day of the lesson. Exceptions to this rule will be at the discretion of the Instructor if insufficient notice is 
given. In the same way, any change in schedule the Instructor requests of a student is at the discretion of the 
student, unless the change is required by dire necessity. In either case advance notice must be given as requested. 

111888...)))   MMMaaakkkeee---uuuppp   LLLeeessssssooonnn   AAArrrrrraaannngggeeemmmeeennntttsss ...    
Make-Up lessons are available to students who arrange them for times available on the Instructor’s schedule. If 

students cannot accept a Make-Up time within 1 month of the cancellation, they may have a CCCEEERRRTTTIIIFFFIIICCCAAATTTEEE///VVVOOOUUUCCCHHHEEERRR   
to be used as payment for a later time at their convenience and at a time of their choosing. This is also for 
unexpected illnesses or emergencies forcing the cancellation of a lesson as this may otherwise cause confusion over 
which lessons are paid for and result in erratic and irregular Tuition. Make-up lessons may not be re-scheduled later. 

111999...)))   MMMaaakkkeee---uuuppp   LLLeeessssssooonnnsss    &&&   RRReeeggguuulllaaarrr   LLLeeessssssooonnnsss ...    
Make-Up lessons must be taken iiinnn   aaaddddddiiitttiiiooonnn  to regular lessons and mmmuuusssttt   nnnooottt   bbbeee   sssuuubbbssstttiiitttuuuttteeeddd   for regular lessons.  

This is to avoid erratic and irregular tuition practices and to avoid confusion with holidays and lesson fees. 

CCCOOONNNTTTRRRAAACCCTTTUUUAAALLL   AAAGGGRRREEEEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   SSSTTTUUUDDDEEENNNTTT:::   
III    uuunnndddeeerrrssstttaaannnddd   aaannnddd   aaacccccceeepppttt   000111...   tttooo   111999...   aaabbbooovvveee:::   ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________   DDDaaattteee:::   _____________________   

CCCOOONNNTTTRRRAAACCCTTTUUUAAALLL   AAAGGGRRREEEEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEE   IIINNNSSSTTTRRRUUUCCCTTTOOORRR:::   
III    uuunnndddeeerrrssstttaaannnddd   aaannnddd   aaacccccceeepppttt   000111...   tttooo   111999...   aaabbbooovvveee:::   ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________   DDDaaattteee:::   _____________________   
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NNNOOOTTTEEESSS:::    

AAAcccqqquuuiiirrriiinnnggg   VVViiiooollliiinnnsss,,,    VVViiiooolllaaasss   &&&   BBBooowwwsss   
Students may obtain instrument supplies or have instruments repaired at the Bristol Violin Shop at 12 Upper Maudlin 

Street past the Bristol Coach Depot on Lower Maudlin Street going toward Perry Road at (0117) 925-9990, or from the 
Daniel Bristow Violin Shop at 54 Long Street in Tetbury at (01666) 503946, or from Cremona House at 7 Perry Road 
(Park Row) at (0117) 926-4617. New bows or bow repairs may be found from John Stagg at 10 Christmas Steps in 
Bristol at (0117) 925-4538, or from Steven Bristow the bow maker at (01761) 462914. Music may be obtained from the 
Music Box on 40 Bristol Road in Whitchurch BS14 0PT at (01275) 834474. Students may order music from DRMS 
Music Sales at (0125) 845-2511, which will arrive with an invoice that can be paid by cheque, or from Mickleburgh 
Ltd. at 1-9 Stokes Croft in Bristol at (0117) 924-1151, or from the Bristol Music Shop on College Green at (0117) 
929-0390. Students are responsible for purchasing their own music that has been recommended by the Instructor. 

If a student's instrument or bow is not already in good condition, the Instructor may be required to teach the student 
how to keep the instrument performance-ready. But if damage is too severe and requires professional workmanship, a 
dealership will be recommended where qualified personnel are fully capable of repairing it. 

If a student does not have a suitable instrument or bow, the Instructor may be hired to help them to obtain this at 
the hourly rate, which should be paid in advance. This will include lesson time spent in choosing an instrument or bow. 
This cost is refundable in the form of Tuition after the twelfth month of study. This will ensure that anyone using the 
Instructor's time will do so for the purpose of improving their skills, rather than only for their own personal gain. 

RRReeecccooommmmmmeeennndddaaatttiiiooonnnsss   &&&   NNNooottteeesss   
The Instructor accepts beginners to very advanced Diploma students. Ideally, adults from age eighteen (18) and above 

are more self-motivated and will advance faster than younger students will. This is why this Instructor only accepts 
adult students. Adults of any age may begin, whether age 18 or 106! NNNooobbbooodddyyy   iiisss   tttoooooo   ooolllddd   tttooo   llleeeaaarrrnnn. Handicapped 
students are also encouraged and accepted to apply as a student. 

Students are eeennncccooouuurrraaagggeeeddd, bbbuuuttt   nnnooottt   rrreeeqqquuuiiirrreeeddd, to record their lessons by Cassette, Videotape or CD/DVD Recorder 
etc. This “uuussseeefffuuulll    tttoooooolll” could be very helpful during their practice time, and could be used repeatedly to practice with. 

Students should practice at least 333000   mmmiiinnnuuuttteeesss   dddaaaiiilllyyy    if they wish to advance. Without this, little improvement will be 
made, and the Instructor cannot be held responsible for this. This Instructor can train parents in how to teach their own 
children, as children are not mature enough to exercise self-discipline due to a lack of foresight and motivation. 

Letters are periodically posted to the student, which contain lesson notes on what has been covered over the last 
month or two (or a bit longer). This will be included with their periodic letter of lesson confirmation, or e-mailed to 
them. These letters often include in-depth notes on what the student must practice, and give a comprehensive account 
of each technique and related techniques that are affected by the instruction given. E-mail notes are free. 

AAAdddvvvaaannntttaaagggeeesss   
Students who recommend others who begin instruction will be given 1 free lesson of equal time increment to that of 

the new student. Students may serve as a reference on Don’s website at http://www.aceinstruction.co.uk.  Any 
student who arranges for the Instructor to perform as a soloist with an adult community orchestra of reasonable 
standard in public, will be given 1 month of tuition free of charge for each public performance the Instructor gives as a 
result if the instructor is provided with a DVD or video recording of that performance in full. 

SSSpppeeeccciiiaaalll   RRReeeqqquuueeessstttsss   
The Instructor and students believe that when a student has chosen an Instructor, they should accordingly 

recommend him to others. Students should not recommend teachers they don’t study with. This would be unethical and 
unfair to their chosen Instructor. Therefore, students are required to recommend to others only their own violin, viola 
or cello instructor, and to encourage their friends and relatives to place adverts about their instructor as well. 

MMMuuusssiiiccc   &&&   IIInnnssstttrrruuummmeeennnttt   SSSuuuppppppllliiieeesss   
The Instructor ssstttrrrooonnnggglllyyy    suggests the following be kept in the instrument case: A quality Resin for the bow. A Violin 

or Viola Cleaner & Polish. Methylated Spirits for cleaning the fingerboard and pegs. Peg Compound. Tweezers and wire 
cutters for restringing the Violin or Viola. Sharp scissors and nail file in the event this is needed. A metronome, 
preferably an electronic one with a built-in tuner, which has a bell on the first beat of each bar. One or two spare 
bows. Two spare sets of strings (at least). A regular mute and a practice mute. Handkerchiefs and rags for cleaning the 
instrument, and a humidity dampit with a humidity gauge. TTThhheee   IIInnnssstttrrruuuccctttooorrr   wwwiiillllll   nnnooottt   ppprrrooovvviiidddeee   aaannnyyy   sssuuuppppppllliiieeesss,,,   llliiikkkeee   
ssstttrrriiinnngggsss   eeetttccc...,,,    wwwhhhiiiccchhh   aaarrreee   ttthhheee   rrreeessspppooonnnsssiiibbbiiillliiitttyyy   ooofff   ttthhheee   ssstttuuudddeeennnttt    tttooo   ooobbbtttaaaiiinnn. Therefore, if a student runs out of supplies, 
they are not to expect or request the Instructor to provide these supplies. The instructor recommends for the violin the 
Helicore hard gauge E string and Thomastik Dominant A, D and G strings middle gauge. The instructor recommends for 
the viola the Gold Label middle gauge A, D and G strings, and the Spirocore C string middle gauge.    

 


